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Japan, Jordan and the fight against ISIS
Will both Jordan and Japan contribute more to the U.S.-led effort to “degrade and destroy” the
notorious Islamic State group?
1) In recent weeks the Islamic State group has brutally murdered two of their hostages. One a captured
Jordanian fighter pilot, the other a Japanese journalist. They burned the former alive and beheaded the
latter. Both countries had urged the group to release these hostages but to no avail.
2) Islamic State wanted a jihadi suicide-murderer in Jordanian captivity to be released and $200 million
from Japan for the release of journalist Kenji Goto. Both hefty demands they could never seriously have
expected to be reasonably realized, showing that they sought to, from the get-go, gruesomely butcher these
two individuals in another grisly barbarism.
3) In light of their murders one wonders if both countries will search for innovative ways to help the
multinational U.S.-led effort to confront, undermine and ultimately destroy that sadistic group. Not
necessarily through direct militarily involvement.
4) While Jordan contributed to the air campaign against Islamic State after their pilot, Lt. Muath
Al-Kaseasbeh, was captured, after his F-16 malfunctioned and crashed, they stopped launching air strikes.
Since their pilot was killed it will be interesting to see if they rejoin the air campaign, perhaps after a brief
hiatus in order to ensure all their jets are airworthy and pass various important safety and maintenance
checks, and unequivocally demonstrate to Islamic State that they do not fear them.
5) The spokesperson of Jordan's armed forces indicated that the kingdom would not relent and promised
that “punishment and revenge” will befall that group and that Al-Kaseasbeh's, “blood will not be shed in
vain.” In addition to these vows Jordan has announced it will execute the prisoner which Islamic State
sought the release of from Jordanian custody.
6) Similarly Japan's Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, has said these terrorists will be made “pay the price” for
the sordid murder of Goto. Mainstream reports indicate that Japan's society is deeply shocked and
unsettled by the murder of their fellow citizen.
7) Obituaries emphasis how much he cared for Syria, the suffering of its people and a deep sense of
solidarity for Arabian people. A Tweet of his from 2010 recently resurfaced which clearly illustrates the
sense of affinity he felt towards Arabs. In it he stated, “Closing my eyes and holding still. It's the end if I get
mad or scream.. It's close to a prayer. Hate is not for humans. Judgement lies with God. That's what I
learned from my Arabic brothers and sisters.”
8) Obviously Japan is a good distance away geographically from the fray in Iraq and Syria. Also like
Germany Japan hasn't directly participated in Middle Eastern wars with the United States and other
western powers. Germany and Japan are in the same category since they both, as the dreaded Axis Powers
in the Second World War, and haven't fought any wars since that time.
9) In lieu of a direct involvement, such as deploying some of its air forces' F-15's or something like that,
Japan could contribute to the campaign against Islamic State in ways similar to how Germany has done.
Providing groups fighting Islamic State, weapons and technological know-how is something they have

excelled at. This would be a productive way of undermining Islamic State. [The News Hub &Y $&#%]
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1. How do you feel about the recent killings of 2 Japanese and a Jordanian pilot by the ISIS?
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2. What is ISIS or ISIL? What is your knowledge about them? 1 H 20 A, BT Jihadi John 2NERES A L 51|

3. Japan is very far from the war zone. DG 2E F% T2 ILINICHA S £ 5 A AR
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4. Many young people from all over the world want to join the ISIS. 5, S UH B A T 7 ) APETETH N OB

What do you think are the reasons behind it and what can we do to stop it? | oz & 2z ;ky) Lixh 5 RdENE Uiz, 2
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