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‘Butter refugees’ cry over spilled milk

1) Shoppers are up in arms over a serious butter shortage that has forced the government to resort to

emergency imports and some grocers to limit sales to one package per customer.

2) Some store shelves are bare and retailers are trumpeting the arrival of new supplies with posters in the

windows announcing “We have butter!”

3) With Christmas cake-baking season fast approaching, social media has been abuzz over the shortage,

with Twitter user @justastarter1 claiming to be a “butter refugee” after going to different stores without

success.

4) The agriculture ministry said the problem is linked to a broiling summer that left the nation’s cows

exhausted and unable — or unwilling — to generate their usual milk supply.

5) The bovine strike has sapped supply just as dairy farmers trim their herds to cope with the nation’s

dwindling population and falling demand. And with farmers prioritizing supply for liquid milk to keep

the supermarket shelves stocked, Japan now faces a shortage in the raw material used to produce butter.

6) In a bid to keep the nation’s kitchens operating, the government imported 7,000 tons of butter in May

and another 3,000 tons in September, the first time in years Japan has raided foreign dairy markets.

7) “Judging from inventory levels at the end of September,

stockpiles are down 30 percent from a year earlier so we're in a

shortage trend,” an official in the agriculture ministry said.

| 8) Not many farmers are willing to raise milk production, the
official added.

9) “They are concerned about where the dairy farming industry

4 will go in the future as they see feed prices soaring,” he said.

10) A sharply weaker yen has sent the price of imported feed grain

skyward. Japan’s raw milk production was 7.45 million tons in the

| year ended in March, down 14 percent from the peak year 19 years
ago, according to government data. [2014/11/10 AFP-J1JI]
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Butter makers agree to whip up supply to avert Christmas shortage

1) Four major butter makers have agreed to boost output by about 33 percent this month at the

request of the farm ministry to meet surging demand for the Christmas season, the ministry said

Thursday.

2) The four companies told the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry the same day that they

plan to comply with the request, made last month, before demand peaks for the annual Christmas

cake rush.

3) Last year’s sweltering summer and a drop in dairy farmers reduced the production of raw milk,

the precursor to butter.

4) The four firms — Megmilk Snow Brand Co., Yotsuba Milk Products Co., Meiji Holdings Co. and

Morinaga Milk Industry Co. — will increase butter supply to 1,846 tons this month compared with

1,393 tons in November, the ministry said. “Sufficient supply of butter will be ensured at stores

before the Christmas season,” a ministry official said. [12/4/2014/KYODO]
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Ylce breaker for active discussionvc

1. Did you recognize butter shortage before the Christmas season last year? Were you affected?

2. Why does Japan have problem with butter shortage?

3. What kinds of businesses are affected by butter shortage?

4. One of the Twitter users described him/herself as a “butter refugee’. Have you ever been any type of refugee?

5. What measures can the government do to stimulate the dairy production industry?

6. Except for butter, can you think of any other products where supply is declining?
7. How important is butter in your regular diet? What ingredients can you not live without?

8. Make sentences using the following words: trumpet, abuzz, refugee, broil,
trim, dwindling, bovine, precursor, surging and sap.

NEWS de TALK by PHILOS

AEFUE 02, ET R AR SR b4
ALY U — 272 IS, BRAIRATEDR VS
5 =PI L S5, S OSETL < O
HAERAIAINY HAE RS- LT D IRIIAERL A
MCEIpipoTodil | ERRAE: CERLGAER 13.7
J7 b)) w2 DEAIIIBEFA @ BB D L
9 WI0 DHLY P> bATEID 2 —RIEDJFIK & 7p o7z,




