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States band together to fight Boko Haram

(DTOKYO -- Five African nations are teaming up to push back against Boko Haram, a Nigerian militant group behind
an escalating wave of violence.

(20n a recent visit to Tokyo, Mahamadou Issoufou, president of the West African nation of
Niger, told The Nikkei that the coalition would launch late next month. It is to be composed
of roughly 8,700 soldiers from countries surrounding Lake Chad at the heart of the
continent: Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Chad and Benin. The force will be headquartered in

troop deployments more efficient.

Niger President Mahamadou Issoufou

N'Djamena, Chad. According to Issoufou, having a unified chain of command will make

(®Boko Haram, which seeks to create an Islamic state, began a campaign of violence in around 2009. It has
massacred citizens and carried out suicide attacks, not only in Nigeria but also neighboring countries such as Niger

and Chad. The U.S. government designated the group a terrorist organization in 2013.

@According to Issoufou, efforts by individual countries have weakened the militants' power, but more must be done
to completely eradicate the threat. This is seen as crucial for restoring civil order and spurring economic development

in the region.
Seeking investment

® One question mark is funding. It will require tens of millions of
dollars to set up the headquarters in N'Djamena. Additional money
will be needed to follow through with military operations.

Area of Boko
®Issoufou on Friday briefed Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

on his plans for fighting terrorism. The two leaders agreed to
reinforce the bilateral relationship, including anti-terrorism
measures.

@Issoufou also requested help in stoking his country's economy,
through technology-related support as well as the expansion of
Japanese businesses into Niger.

(®Niger's per capita gross domestic product in 2013 stood at
roughly $400, making it one of the world's poorest and least
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developed countries. Issoufou stressed that he is committed to infrastructure development and noted Niger's

economic growth rate of 7% in 2014.

(@He said he hopes for support from Tokyo in such fields as agriculture, medicine and human resource training. He
also called for Japanese investment in energy resources such as uranium, along with railways and the power grid.
The president said the development of Niger's legal system is improving the investment environment.

[June 23, 2015/Nikkei]
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Yelce breaker for active discussionsc
1. What do you know about Boko Haram?
How do Boko Haram, Taliban and ISIS connected each other?
2. What was the purpose of Niger President's visit to Japan?
3. Should Japan respond to the Niger President's request? Why or why not?
4. What are the merits and demerits for Japan to extend a helping hand to African countries?
5. What is the most important thing for underdeveloped countries to do in order to get out of poverty?
6. Make sentences using the following words: eradicate, spur, brief, stoke, be committed to
follow through with and power grid.
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