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Expert on Islamic law helped student convey travel plan to ISIS

(DA former college professor mediated between a Japanese student who
planned to join the Islamic State of Syria and one of its leaders, but denies he
recruited for the militant group.

Ko Nakata, who taught Islamic law at Doshisha University in Kyoto, told The
Asahi Shimbun in an Oct. 7 interview, "Using a smartphone app, I contacted a
commander of the Islamic State who I was acquainted with and conveyed in
Arabic the student's plan to travel to Syria to join the group."

@The commander told him the student would be welcome.

However, Nakata denied he was recruiting youngsters to join the organization that is making
headlines by beheading hostages.

“I don't pledge allegiance to the Islamic State, nor do I recruit," he said.

(3The 26-year-old student is being investigated by Tokyo’s Metropolitan Police Department's
Public Security Bureau. He could end up being charged under a rarely used article of the Penal
Code: preparing or plotting to wage war privately against a foreign nation.

The student, who is on leave from Hokkaido University, is the first Japanese known to have had
plans to join the Islamic State.

“He (the former professor) told me that the Islamic State would welcome me,” police sources
quoted the student as saying.

(@Nakata, 54, is a leading researcher of Islamic philosophy in Japan.

He has traveled to areas controlled by the Islamic State five times, including research trips, since
March 2013.

Nakata said he met the student this past August through a Japanese man connected to a used
bookstore in Tokyo’s Akihabara district that posted a help-wanted ad for work in Syria.

“I want to go as soon as I can,” he quoted the student as saying.

(®He also helped the student convert to Islam and study Arabic.

During the police investigation, the student admitted to planning to leave for Syria on Oct. 7 to
join the Islamic State.

The Islamic State commander oversees the western part of the area under its control, according
to Nakata. He said he was expected to contact the group when the student arrived in Turkey.
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¥lce breaker for active discussion¥
1. What is ISIS? What do you think made youngsters from around the world become attracted to joining such

group?

2. What do you think is the reason behind the mediation that the professor in this article did between the student
and the Islamic group? S AT AEHIZEMLELES & LT
3. Do you know anything about the Islamic law? H A A DB X B9 TH Bz -
What do you think is the main reason for the ISIS' fight? 7o T ORI ELE Ok AR
4. There is a saying that teachers are the second parents to their students. BIE T2 AR S, 7 AloA &
What do you think are the responsibilities of a teacher to his / her students? | 5 , #4127 0 7 5 © 7 35 % B
5. If the ISIS continues to develop its power, what do you think will be the Bl 2 hh 7= 2D L RERICEIL A
situation of the world in the future? FoRl o B A ) B G FRE O 2 %
Do you think WW3 is possible to happen? LTS HB L7, > U 7T 80
6. If you're going to put yourself into the Japanese student's shoes, BE S 1 75 5000 ALL oSk E Ak
and you saw that ad posted in the bookstore, what are you going to do? BAEAEY | [HEET o7 L h A &
7. Make sentences using the following words: convey, militant, mediate, A 2T AERETEFH LTV &
commander. acquaint, allegiance, wage and convert. Shh TV, 2R b OMREENE
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