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UNESCO backs heritage listing for Le
Corbusier-designed art museum building in Tokyo1)
« A UNESCO advisory panel has recommended putting the main
# building of the National Museum of Western Art in Tokyo and 16 other
| buildings designed by Le Corbusier on the world body’s list of cultural

heritage sites, the Japanese Agency for Cultural Affairs said Tuesday.
(advisory panel: Z/7# /4 cultural heritage site: f#4R X {8/ the Japanese Agency
for Cultural Affairs: X 1£/7)

2) The recommendation by the International Council on Monuments and Sites, or ICOMOS, is
expected to be finalized at a meeting of UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee in Istanbul in July.

3) The museum’s main building in Tokyo’s Ueno Park will be the 20th world heritage site in Japan
and the first in Tokyo. At present, 15 cultural and four natural sites are on the world heritage list
for Japan.

4) The building, completed in 1959, features a winding path staircase that slopes

through the center of the galleries. It was the sole building in Japan designed by
Le Corbusier, a Paris-based architect. (feature: ##£ #7% 7 winding: #14'Y/<{#2o/= path:
1B staircase: f£2 slope: #8#1 98 architect: £ x)

5) ICOMOS said that assets of the 17 buildings constituted outstanding answers to some of the

fundamental social and architectural problems in the 20th century and that modernist
architecture spread by the buildings has become the foundation for architectural culture in the 21st

century, according to the Japanese agency. (asset:47Z constitute: ##57S. —&5% 7 9 outstanding: 4L
/= fundamental: ZX497%:)

6) For the Tokyo museum building, the council also highly rated local communities’ efforts to
preserve the structure. (preserve: (RF7 T B)

7) The 17 buildings designed by Le Corbusier were jointly recommended by Japan, France and five
other countries — Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Argentina and India.

8) The World Heritage Committee previously discussed Le Corbusier’s works in 2009 and 2011,
but it did not put them on the world heritage list at that time. (previously: £(57/2)

9) Meanwhile, Japan has already recommended the sacred island of Okinoshima in Fukuoka

Prefecture and related sites for the 2017 screening by the World Heritage Committee. ICOMOS is
expected to conduct an on-site inspection this autumn.[May 18, 2016, J1J1]

(sacred: #HEEZL, 2341700 ) screen: ZEZ 94 on-site inspection: ZZ# 55 Z")

¥lce breaker for active discussion

1. What is your impression of the National Museum of Western Art? Have you visited the place before?
2. What's the significance of UNESCO to the world?

3. Do you like to go to museums? Please share your best memories related to museums.

4. What are the roles of architects? Do you like any particular architect? L B U (1857 1965) (. Af A CAEN
5. Make sentences using the following words: heritage, panel, feature T 5 o R CIEH L RS, S5 g
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