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Okada Returns to Leadership of Japan Opposition Democrats

¥ Katsuya Okada, newly elected leader of the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), center,
raises his arms with two other candidates, Goshi Hosono, left, and Akira Nagatsuma,
during the party's leadership election in Tokyo on Jan. 18, 2015. Photographer:
Toshifumi Kitamura/AFP/Getty Images

1) (Bloomberg) -- Former Foreign Minister Katsuykada was named leader
of the main opposition Democratic Party of Japarnt atruggles to rebuild
support following two straight general electiondes.

2) Okada, 61, beat Goshi Hosono, a former nuclelrypminister, by 133 points to 120 in a run-otite at
a special party conference in Tokyo on Sunday. &AKiagatsuma, a former health minister, lost in the
first-round of voting.

3) Chosen the DPJ’s leader for a second time, Okaalsk is to reunite a party hobbled by factiosral
shifting policies and funding shortages, and claskbground lost to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s Lidle
Democratic Party. While Okada agrees with much loé’a economic agenda, he’s likely to attack thenpri
minister over policies that he sees as widening#pebetween rich and poor.

4) “Rebuilding the Democratic Party won’t be easyKRada said before today’s vote. “What do we need t
regain the trust of the Japanese people? We nedthtme.”

5) Okada stepped down from an earlier term as B&der after a 2005 election defeat. He was depirhep
minister in 2012 when the party lost power to ti#PLafter voters tired of leadership changes anityol
reversals on security and tax during its threes/@apower.

6) “Abe has got the opponent he least wanted,” MirMdorita, an independent political analyst, sayd b
phone after the vote. “Okada has had_the upper imathetir debates. There will be some tough battles
parliament.”

IReducing Disparitieg

7) The DPJ, which is backed by Japan’s labor ufederation, must encourage a diverse range of peopl
including women, those in the regions and non-gawental organizations, to work together, Okada.said
While Abe’s economic policies are not wrong, thetypanust come up with its own proposals, he said.

8) “Japan has become a country with an extremedyelgap between rich and poor,” said Okada, theoson
a supermarket magnate. “Don’t you think the DPJukhbuild a society with less disparity, one than de

a model for the world?”

9) Abe’s victory in December’s election left the DRith only 72 seats in parliament’s more powelduter
house, compared with 290 for the ruling LDP. ForiBd leader Banri Kaieda lost his seat, sparking
today’s party ballot.

10) The lack of a viable opposition was the maasos Abe’s coalition won a second two-thirds méjori
according to three in four voters surveyed by tisat newspaper in a Dec. 15-16 poll. Only 11 pdrsaid
the ruling party won because people wanted to glwe a new mandate for his policies, the paper said.
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vclce breaker for active discussiony¢
1. Please explain the Japanese political system briefly. What is a ruling / opposition party?
2. What do you know about the new leader of DPJ Mr. Katsuya Okada?
3. What were the changes that you have noticed when DPJ was in power for 3 years?
4. What is the significance of opposition parties?
5. What do you think is the most important quality of a leader of a political party?
6. Among all the politicians from past to present, which one do you look up the most?
7. Make sentences using the following words: struggle, run-off, factionalism,
opponent, upper hand, magnate, viable and mandate.
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